Running head: GERONTOLOGICAL ISSUES IN FILM 		1
GERONTOLOGICAL ISSUES IN FILM 		3
[bookmark: _GoBack]









Gerontological Issues in the Film “Last Vegas”
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation










Gerontological Issues in the Film “Last Vegas”
 Aging is a natural part of human life and everyone who is born must eventually age. However, the aging period is taken differently by those who go through it. This age is defined by the experiences that one goes through while he or she is still productive. Something that one misses during the productive age will ultimately affect his or her later age. As depicted in the film “Last Vegas” work and retirement, ageism and stereotypes, and family relationships are among the key issues that are associated with aging. This essay will explore these issues to determine how they affect the aging population and recommend some strategies that can be used to help this population.
Impacts of Geontological Issue on Aging Population
Aging is considered to be a highly individualized and complex process that every person must go through. Despite being highly individualized, aging has also continued to be stereotyped, especially in western cultures (Dionigi, 2015). According to the author, stereotypes are overstated beliefs associated with a category that is entrenched through the verbal, visual, and written means. Barkan (2018) explains that social aging involves the changing roles and relationships within the networks of relations and friends. Even though social aging is unique, it is also profoundly influenced by the perception of aging (Barkan, 2018). Stereotype associated with aging includes the assumptions as well as generalizations about how individuals should behave and what they are about to experience without consideration of their individual uniqueness (Dionigi, 2015). As depicted in the film “Last Vegas” the four friends, Paddy, Billy, Archie, and Sam are childhood friends and despite that, they have grown old, some of them have refused to accept that they are aging. For example, Paddy depicts this stereotype as he confronts Billy at the pool and expresses his dissatisfaction with Billy planning to marry a much younger woman, Lisa.
Dionigi (2015) further asserts that stereotype among the aging population is primarily negative as it depicts the negatives associated with later life. For example, the stereotypes and ageism concepts associated with later life include ill health, loneliness, dependency, and poor physical as well as mental functioning (Dionigi, 2015). Some of these issues have been depicted in the film “Last Vegas.” For example, the quartet friends are leaving different lives but they all share some of the issues highlighted above. Billy, despite being a successful businessman, has remained a bachelor until he is aged. Paddy, on the other hand, is depicted as a lonely individual after the death of his wife Sophie. He now lives alone in his Brooklyn apartment. Archie is twice-divorced and lives with his son in Englewood, New Jersey. All these circumstances depict the loneliness associated with later life among the aging population.
Apart from ageism and stereotypes, work and retirement is another concept that has been highlighted in the film “Last Vegas.” Everyone who works must come to the retirement age which is between 65 and 74 years. However, the main concern is not the working period but the retirement. According to Meinert (2018), the number of the aging population is expected to rise from 76.4 million people in 2018 census to 78.0 million people in 2035. Even though the number of aging population increases, the number of working aging population continues to drop significantly. Meinert (2018) provides this statistical overview of the working aging population as 5.2 working adults per retired person. But, this number is expected to drop to 2.9 working adults per retired person in 20 years (Meinert, 2018).
The retired aging population involves various activities after they have left the workforce. Even though most of them are unable to take care of themselves, some of them are able to use their savings and pensions to create a better life for themselves. While examining how retirees spend their time, Brandon (2013) explains that retirees engage in various activities including sleeping, watching television, home improvement, eating, working in some cases, reading, socializing, and volunteering. In all these activities, the retiree aging population have so much time that they use to socialize and build on their relationships with their loved ones and friends. In the film “Last Vegas,” the quartet friends decide to take a vacation to Las Vegas to enjoy themselves and hold a bachelor party for one of them, Billy. Even though not all of them have been in touch since childhood, but they take this opportunity to rekindle their childhood relationship. Paddy is angry with Billy for missing Sophie’s funeral at first, but he gets over it after he realizes that he needs to move on. According to Brandon (2013), aging population spend three-quarters of their time with friends or attending social events.
Recommendations
Many countries have created strategies to help reduce the burden that the aging population brings to society. Aging should not be a burden, but it should be a growing process where everyone is proud to go through. However, this is not happening even in developed countries like the United States as most aging population grapple with the socioeconomic burdens that they face after retiring. Bloom, Kirby, Sevilla, and Stawasz (2018) explain how various countries including Japan, UK, and Germany have created strategies to deal with the socio-economic challenges that the aging population places on society. One of such strategies that can help the aging population live a good life after retirement include raising the ages for retirement and pension eligibility (Bloom et al., 2018). As depicted in the film “Last Vegas,” the aging population suffering from socioeconomic challenges including low pension which does not help the retirees. For example, Archie uses half of his pension, $15, 000 to gamble at the blackjack table in a casino in Las Vegas. Countries like Japan have adjusted the qualifying ages for pension payments, which do not necessarily depend on retirement (Bloom et al., 2018).
Secondly, encouraging and providing incentives to help the elderly to engage in creative work-related activities to enable them to avoid isolation and loneliness. According to Nikolova (2016), providing the elderly with incentives to engage in active and creative work-related activities will be beneficial to society. The government can promote these activities through social welfare programs by financial the community and social welfare programs for elderly participants.
In conclusion, the elderly are becoming a burden to society because they are no longer productive as the working age. This essay has highlighted the gerontological issues depicted in the film “Last Vegas” and how the government can help reduce the aging population and the grappling challenges that they place on society. The study of aging and the elderly is important because it helps us understand the society as well as inform us of the processes and challenges that every member of the society may experience as they grow old.
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